
A Carving Axe Primer – Now
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A broad hatchet (a) is beveled on one side. The inner flat 
side can be very slightly convex from poll to the cutting 

edge. A standard hatchet may be reground with asymmet-

rical bevels (b). 

 It’s important that a line extending straight from the 

inner bevel doesn’t run into the swelling on the head for the 

handle. This is the blue line on the drawing. 
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A few excellent axes, with uses and comments. Availability is always the question.

1. Hans Karlsson New Sloyd Axe. 24.5 oz., 4-1/4" blade, 15" overall. A sweet-spot carving 

axe that can be used for carving spoons and bowls. Originally designed by Wille Sundqvist, I 

suggested lengthening the cutting edge when it went into production.

2. Svante Djarv Baby Axe. Just 14.5 oz., including the handle. Three-inch blade, 13" over-

all. This axe seems ridiculously small, but it’s very effective for spoon carving. And you won’t 
get tired using it.

3. Svante Djarv Little Viking Axe. 28 oz., 5-3/8" blade, 15" overall. Another great carving 

axe that is somewhat larger than the Karlsson New Sloyd. It’s definitely too large for spoon 
carving, unless you’re an expert. 

This is my favorite broad axe, used to hew most of the logs for our house. The hickory handle 

is bent away from the blade, to give clearance for your hands passing the hewed log surface. 

The maker is unknown.


